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Synchronized Skating Team

Parent Agreement
May 1, 2001 – April 30, 2002


The primary goal of the San Diego Figure Skating Club’s Synchronized Skating Teams is to train and prepare for competition at the Sectional, National and International level for the competitive year beginning May 1, 2001 and ending

April 30, 2002.  


The “Skater Agreement” is incorporated as an addendum to the “Parent Agreement” and both are considered one binding Agreement.  The “Skater Agreement” must be signed by one or both parents of any skater under the age of 18 AND by the parent(s) of a skater OVER the age of 18, IF they are financially responsible to Team del Sol for the expenses of said skater.  The “Parent Agreement” must be signed by one or both parents of all Team del Sol skaters.


The parent(s) of a skater who is a member of a competitive synchronized skating team must  make a personal commitment to your skater, the coach, and the synchronized skating committee that you will dedicate yourself to providing the  emotional and financial support necessary to assist your skater to reach, maintain, and exceed her potential as a team skater.  There are however, rules and procedures to follow to maintain a competitive team and a successful program.  Please read the following information and consider seriously your willingness to comply with these requirements before making any commitment to our program.

1. PRACTICE

A. Practice ice.  All team members are required to arrive 20 minutes prior to “on ice” practice for off-ice warmup  Arriving 15 minutes prior to the “on ice” time is considered late and will result in consequences.  The skater will be held accountable for late arrival, even if they are not of driving age.  Parents are encouraged to make sure the skater arrives on time.  (Note:  Consistent tardiness by a parent is a factor taken into consideration upon the selection of chaperones for trips.)
B. Attendance.  Parents of skaters who are not of driving age are also responsible for the skater attending all practices.  If a skater is ill, or for any reason is unable to attend practice, you MUST call the team manager as soon as possible – and preferably PRIOR to practice to avoid managers having to make that early morning phone call!  No call prior to the absence is considered a “no show.”  NEVER call the coach!  Always contact one of your team managers.  Please consult Skater Agreement for specifics on attendance.
C. Payment of ice fees.  Ice fees are due the first of each month and are considered late after the 15th of the month.  A $15.00 late fee will be assessed after the 15th of the month.  A $20.00 fee will be charged for returned checks.

2. TRAVEL

A. Traveling with the team.  All skaters are required to travel to and from the competition as a group, may not travel separately, and are assigned to a chaperone.  Due to the continued growth of our program and the time limits required to complete the teams’ travel arrangements, family members are responsible for coordinating  their own travel arrangements. Travel arrangements for the skaters will continue to be handled by the Program Coordinator.  Effective this year, the coach has designated that all parents must stay at a hotel OTHER than the hotel where the team is housed.  
B. Contact with Skater.  Parents and other family members are asked to limit their contact with their skater while at a competition.  The team must stay together and remain focused on the reason they are there.  Parents, siblings, friends, and family are asked to refrain from going to the skater’s room except in the event of an emergency.  You may contact the skater’s chaperone to determine if there are any changes in the schedule or any special plans for the team in which the family can participate.  Family members are encouraged to participate in sightseeing, dining, or other outings as designated by the schedule, but constant contact with the skater’s room definitely interferes with the competitive schedule of the skater.  Remember, your skater is not the only one in the room and a constant flow of traffic is not appreciated by the others.  

C.
Curfew.   A curfew is set to ensure all skaters are well rested and in good  physical shape for competition and parents are asked to respect those curfews by not contacting your skater after that time.  All skaters are provided with a very detailed competition and travel schedule prior to the trip, copies of which should be made by the family.  PARENTS, FAMILY, FRIENDS, ETC. MUST NOT INTERFERE WITH A DESIGNATED CURFEW BY CONTACTING THEIR SKATER BY PHONE, OR BY GOING TO HER HOTEL ROOM. 

D. Phones.  The Program Coordinator will direct the hotel to turn off all skater phones at curfew as the curfew rule was repeatedly broken this past season by both skaters and parents.  Unfortunately, we have found that shutting off the phones is not a deterrent when the skater has a cell phone.  Calls from family and friends continued to occur long after curfew when they determined the hotel phones had been shut down.  Thus, effective this year, cell phones and pagers are PROHIBITED after curfew, in the dressing rooms, or during any official team function.  On trips, the managers or a designated chaperone will collect all cell phones at curfew and return them in the morning.  Any violations of this rule will result in the phone being taken away and not returned until arrival home.  A written warning will be issued if this rule is violated.

E. Management Support.  Parents must realize the necessity of supporting and offering encouragement to the team management staff in their endeavor to provide service to the teams.  The coach cannot handle all of the responsibility of running an organization as large as ours, and she therefore depends upon her committee’s support. 

With regard to trips, parents are asked to support the team managers and chaperones by encouraging their skater to realize she is accountable to them during the entire duration of the trip.  

F. Senior team travel.  Senior skaters, in most cases, do not have chaperones in their hotel rooms at competition.  In the event a younger skater is accepted onto the senior team it is expressly understood that the parents must agree to this chaperone structure.

G. Travel expenses.  The skater’s travel expenses (transportation, hotel, coach fee, chaperone expense, entry fee, etc.) are deducted from the travel fund.  It is your responsibility to make sure enough income has gone into the travel fund to cover all expenses PRIOR to the trip.  ALL MONIES ARE DUE IN THE TRAVEL FUND A MINIMUM OF THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO TRAVEL.  Parents are often reluctant to pay the estimated cost of a trip until they receive an itemized breakdown of the expenses.  As more particularly stated in Section 8 below, we are often required to begin paying for these expenses BEFORE we receive the actual costs from the competition.  The ESTIMATED LUMP SUM amount given at the beginning of the season must be paid in full.  If overpayment occurs the skater can use those funds for the next trip OR if it is the last trip of the year, request a refund.  If underpayment occurs we will request payment of the difference.  (Special note regarding airfare:  We are often able to obtain low rates on airfare if we purchase tickets well in advance of our trips.  For this reason we would require the estimated airfare amount deposited into your travel fund no later than November 1.  Airline deposits may be requested even earlier.) 

3.   GENERAL BEHAVIOR AND APPEARANCE

Good team spirit grows from respect for each other.   This is a requirement of both the skater and the parents.  The coach may “close” practices to a parent(s) as a warning if she determines his or her behavior is destructive to the team.  In extreme cases, a skater may be accepted by the coach only upon the express condition that the offending parent(s) agree to be banned from all team activity, including practice, competition, travel, etc.  Some examples of  “destructive behavior” can be described as follows:

A. Parents judging and comparing  skaters;

B. Unkind, disrespectful or negative  comments about skaters, other parents, the coach, or managers (verbal, written, etc.);

C. Public displays of inappropriate behavior, including but not limited to; outbursts of anger, interference with the duties of a manager or chaperone, creating scenes by arguing with team management, hotel, airline, or competition staff, etc.

D. Sharing your personal opinion of management incompetence or lack of ability with other Team del Sol parents OR with parents from other teams;

E. Confrontational and assertive behavior that interferes with the goals of the program.

If continual, this type of behavior can and unfortunately will, result in a skater’s termination from the team.  It is unfortunate for the skater, however our volunteer management staff cannot be expected to tolerate continued abuse and non-support from anyone.  Our program cannot function without its volunteer staff and would not be where it is today without their help.  It is less detrimental to the program to lose a skater than it is to lose a member of the management team.

Each member of the team, and their family members,  are representatives of the San Diego Figure Skating Club and must conduct themselves properly when traveling with the team.  What you do, say, and how your present yourself reflects on the team, the San Diego Figure Skating Club, the United States Figure Skating Association, and the City of San Diego.

Smoking is prohibited in the presence of the team. 

4.  PUBLICITY

For the protection of the teams and to encourage accuracy, the coach or program coordinator must be present at all media events and interviews may only be given by the coach or her designated appointee.  It is also important that all teams be included in any press release or media attention, however we do understand there may be an occasional story about a particular team’s accomplishments.

5.   FUND RAISING COMMITMENT

Each skater WILL be required to participate in a major fund raising project each year.  The juvenile skaters may substitute a parent to fulfill their obligation, however the novice and senior skaters must themselves fulfill their own obligation.  Also, multiple family members may not work at the same time to complete a skater’s assigned time slot.  For example, if a skater is required to contribute 5 hours of time over the course of the year she may not bring 4 additional family members to work for 1 hour each at the same time to meet the 5 hour requirement.  Families who are unable to volunteer the required number of hours may instead contribute the sum of $80, payable in a number of ways.  Please consult Volunteer Coordinator for details.

6. SOLICITATION OF FUNDS

The receipt of funds from corporate sponsors or local businesses is crucial to the success of any team.  In accordance with this, we have found it necessary to establish a list of guidelines and procedures to follow in order to ensure that all skaters and/or teams are treated equally.

Skaters and/or their parents may not solicit funds from local businesses or corporate sponsors for their child’s personal travel fund in the name of the teams.  These contributions are not tax deductible for the business making the donation and in most cases it is the business’ intention to donate money to the team itself.  Checks from corporate and small business sponsors will be deposited into the general account for use by all teams.  Special circumstance may arise and these will be discussed by the coach, treasurer, coordinator and team managers.  Anyone interested in soliciting funds on behalf of the teams must adhere to the guidelines as set forth by the Precision Committee and the San Diego Figure Skating Club.

7. EMERGENCY 911 – CALL AUTHORIZATION

Upon acceptance to the Team del Sol program, parents of minor skaters will be required to sign an authorization granting authority to the coach, coordinator, managers, or any other designated Synchronized Committee member, to make a 911 emergency call in the event a skater is injured during a practice or any other team function.   This authorization will also indicate the parent(s) agree to accept any financial responsibility as a result of this action.

Minor injuries such as mild cuts and bruises will continue to be treated by  team or rink staff.  There has, however, been a growing concern that some injuries are not always obvious, therefore transport or treatment by anyone other than a medical professional is unsafe to the skater.  There is also concern about liability to the person offering treatment or support.  Falls or injuries involving the head, back, or neck; severe lacerations; or suspected broken bones; will result in a 911 call for assistance.

I have read the rules stated in both the “Synchronized Skater Team Agreement and the “Synchronized Skating Team Parent Agreement” for this year.  I understand, agree to, and will abide by the rules as stated in both contracts  I also understand the consequences in the event of failure to comply with said rules.

______________________________
________________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature


Parent or Guardian Signature

     Dated:  ________________________
Dated:
  _________________________

(COORDINATOR COPY)
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Parent or Guardian Signature


Parent or Guardian Signature
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